Call for proposals for PhD and Post-
doctoral stipends 2024
—terms and guidance
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The purpose and terms of the stipends

To strengthen research development and researcher recruitment in Greenland, the Green-

land Research Council and the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources hereby invite appli-
cations for PhD stipends (3-year) or postdoctoral stipends (2-year). The stipends can be ap-

plied for within all scientific areas and there are no thematic limitations.

The stipends are financed by the Government of Greenland through the account for PhD
study research training (account 40.96.03) and by the Danish State through the account for
supporting Greenland research (account 19.55.05.30). The stipends are granted by the
Greenland Research Council and administered by the Greenland Institute of Natural Re-
sources.

Greenland Research Council supports locally anchored, ethical, and culturally relevant re-
search that derives from Greenland’s needs and priorities. Therefore, the council have high
expectations of social responsibility in research, local cooperation, and presence in Green-
land. Co-design and co-creation of knowledge ensures the relevance, applicability, and sus-
tainability of research outcomes, and proposals should demonstrate a commitment to en-
gaging Greenland society throughout the research process, including citizens, users, local
institutions, and stakeholders. The applicant must be affiliated with a Greenland research
institution, and the applicant should give special consideration to how the proposed project
contribute to Greenland's national research strategy (Research —the road to development -

Greenland's national research strategy 2022-2030).

Terms of grant
The legal basis for the Greenland Research Council is "Inatsisartut Act No. 5 of 29 Novem-
ber 2013 on research advising and granting of research funds".

Conditions for granting of Danish funds are determined by the Ministry of Education and
Research (see https://ufm.dk/forskning-og-innovation/tilskud-til-forskning-og-innova-

tion/administration-af-bevilling/vilkar-for-bevillinger ).

Conditions for application and processing of personal data

Terms are the same regardless of citizenship.

By submitting his application, the applicant consents that the Greenland Institute of Natural
Resources (GINR) and the Greenland Research Council (GRC) can obtain information regard-
ing the applicant's previous and current applications to the Greenland Research Council.
The same applies to obtaining information about any grants for the project that the appli-
cant has applied for or will apply for elsewhere. This information may be included in the
processing of the application.

GRC and GINR use personal data in the assessment of an application and to get an overview
of grants, applicants, and recipients. In addition, information is used in connection with
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grant dissemination in annual reports, on nis.gl and natur.gl, and in other communication
contexts.

GRC and GINR store received personal data, as a minimum, until a decision has been made
regarding the application. If a decision is made to not award funding, information about the
applicant's name and project title will be stored in the GRC and GINR registers of received
applications.

An applicant can revoke his/hers consent at any time. However, this could mean that the
application cannot be processed, or that a grant must be withdrawn.

An applicant can access or delete the data that GRC and GINR have registered about them
by writing to stipendier@natur.gl .

Questions and help

This document is an English translation of the Danish version of the call for proposals. In
case of any inconsistencies between the two versions, the information in the Danish version
applies.

Questions can be addressed by e-mail to stipendier@natur.gl or by telephone to Klaus Ny-
gaard, tel. +299 361 200.

Application deadline
The application deadline is 1 October 2024 (midnight, Greenland time).
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Applicant

This section describes the requirements for the applicant and application.
These are indispensable requirements:

e applicant for a PhD scholarship
o has completed his/her master's degree (including defense) before 1/10
2024
o is guaranteed supervision and office space throughout the duration of the
study
e applicant for a postdoctoral scholarship
o has completed his/her PhD education (incl. defense) before 1/10 2024
o is guaranteed employment during the postdoc period
e that the applicant has a research professional affiliation to a Greenland research
environment
o the affiliation must be formal in the sense that the applicant can document
that e.g., the applicant will be employed at llisimatusarfik (a written state-
ment (preferred) or an email)
e that an applied for project will be fully funded with the stipend
o i.e., if the maximum stipend amount cannot cover the project entirely, it
must be documented in the application that the remaining amount is cov-
ered by other means.
e that the application form is filled out correctly
e that the necessary appendices are attached with the application
e that information in the application is correct
e that the application has been sent to stipendier@natur.gl before the application

deadline.

Application

This section describes the application procedure as well as application requirements and
application format.

All requirements for application content and form must be complied with. The application
will be evaluated based on the submitted information.

Reg. the applicant's update of an application

If the applicant discovers a deficiency in an already submitted application before the appli-
cation deadline, the full application must be submitted again together with the information
added. At the same time, the applicant must inform GINR (stipendier@natur.gl) that a new

application has been submitted as a replacement for one already submitted.
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Application procedure and format requirements

The application can be submitted in English or Danish. The stipends are applied for by filling
out and submitting the application form together with all relevant appendices in pdf for-
mat:

1. Download the application form from the GINR website (https://natur.gl/uddan-

nelse/phd-og-postdoc-stipendier/).
2. Complete the application form.
a. The application form can be filled out in English or Danish and must be sub-

mitted by the person who wants to receive the stipend and who is respon-
sible for the project.
3. OCR-scan all relevant appendices to a pdf-format.
a. Textin a pdf file must be able to be copied and annotated in a pdf editor.
b. Paper documents with signatures, stamps and the like can be scanned as
images.
4. Collect the application form and all attachments in one (1) pdf file.
a. The PDF file must not be read-only, print-protected, or otherwise have doc-
ument restrictions e.g., it must be possible to copy the text in the file.
i. If appendices have document restrictions, processing the applica-
tion can be difficult and possibly delayed.
5. Submit the pdf file with the application to stipendier@natur.gl.
Await confirmation of receipt of the application.

a. If the applicant does not receive confirmation one working day after sub-
mitting the application, the applicant should contact the GINR secretariat
(adm@natur.gl or telephone +299 361200).

Requirements for the project description
The project description must include:

e Aresearch plan with a description of the project's purpose and background, meth-
ods and research design, research question(s), description of the project’s contribu-
tion to knowledge and capacity building in Greenland, and information about na-
tional and international collaboration. The reference list should reflect that the ap-
plicant considers existing literature and possibly current Greenland (research) initi-
atives.

Applicants should note that an interdisciplinary research council evaluates the applications.
It is therefore recommended to formulate the project description in such a way that it can
be read and understood by researchers within all fields of science and not just specialists
within the field of the application.

It is a requirement that the project description takes up no more than 5 A4 pages (including
figures, footnotes, etc.; and excluding the bibliography) each with a maximum of 3,400
characters incl. space. The number of characters should be stated at the end of the project
description.
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It may be necessary to adjust the font size to fit the 5 x 3,400 characters on five A4 pages.

Budget requirements
The budget must include all project expenses, incl.:

Expected salary expenses

Education grant

Travel grant, if relevant

Operational costs, if any (postdoc only)
Overhead of the amount of items 1-4 above.
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The following maximum amounts can be granted per year for the two types of applications,
as shown in Table 1. The grant amount for salary goes to the employing institution. Over-
head can be distributed between institutions where the applicant has his/her workplace.

Table 1. Maximum stipend amount per year

PhD Postdoc
a Salary 480,000 Contract salary for applicant
b Education grant! 65,000 / 100,000
¢ Travel grant 50,000
d Operational costs Provided in certain cases
e Overhead 0-44% of amount above 0-44% of amount above

Stipends are not awarded for projects that are not fully funded in the budget. If part of the
project's expenses cannot be covered by the maximum stipend amount, the applicant must
document that these expenses are covered in another way e.g., from other funds, the en-
rolling university, etc. Co-funding of expenses must be attested in the form of a grant letter
or commitment letter attached with the application.

See Example of expenses for a 3-year PhD budget, page 11.

Overhead

Overhead is provided to cover indirect expenses i.e., expenses that are necessary for the
applicant to complete the project, but which cannot be directly attributed to the specific
project (e.g., expenses for office space, general work tools, administration, etc.)

Overhead is calculated as a fixed percentage of the total grant for the project's expenses
(i.e., expenses that can be directly attributed to the project; a+b+c+d in Table 1). The over-
head amount is determined according to the legal status of the enrolling (PhD) or employ-
ing (postdoc) institution as shown in Table 2, page 6.

Overhead to other institutions can be provided after a specific evaluation. To be considered
for this, the application must include a reasoned proposal.

1See Education Grants, page 7.




Table 2. Overview of institution type and overhead percentage

Institution type Percentage
rate
* Greenlandic and Danish state institutions, including universities 44.0
* Danish regional and municipal institutions, including hospitals 3.1
* Approved Technological Service Institutes 20.0
* Private organizations and companies 0
* All foreign institutions, including universities abroad 0

Co-financing

A project that is funded with the stipends described here can obtain partial funding from
other sources — e.g., a university or other funds. An application regarding a project co-fi-

nanced in this way must include attested commitments to finance from all other sources.
The total covered amount and/or services must be stated in the commitment letter.

Special requirements for a PhD application
A PhD application must include at least the following appendices:
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Project description (see page 4)
Proof of passing the master's thesis defense
Copy of grades for the master's degree
Copy of the master’s thesis assessment (grade and/or opinion)
Title of the thesis and abstract of the thesis
Applicant's CV incl. publication list (max 2 pages)
Principal supervisor's CV (max 2 pages) and list of publications
Detailed, clear budget (see page 7)

a. Attested commitment to finance from any other sources
Acceptance from the enrolling university.

Appendix: Applicant's CV

Applicant's CV must contain information on:

The CV must not contain confidential or sensitive information, e.g. social security numbers.

Education

Current and recent employment

Any periods of leave (periods of leave, such as maternity/paternity leave, should
be stated without being specified further)

Other scientific qualifications.

Appendix: Principal supervisor's CV and list of publications
The head supervisor's CV must contain information on:

Education



e Current and recent employment (periods of leave, such as maternity/paternity
leave, should be stated without being specified further)

e Scientific qualifications

e Academic awards and honors

e Management experience

e Scientific focus areas

e Supervising PhD students.

The CV must not contain confidential or sensitive information, e.g. social security numbers.
The main supervisor's list of publications must contain:

e References to publications of particular relevance to the PhD project from the cur-
rent year and the previous 4 years.

Publications must not be included as part of the CV.

Appendix: Budget
The project must be able to be completed within the financial framework regardless of
working hours.

Salary expenses may, in accordance with the relevant professional collective agreement
(overenskomstaftale), be agreed upon with the employing institution before the application
is submitted:

e Salary expenses can be adjusted during the stipend period as a result of collective
agreement changes but will not be able to exceed DKK 480,000 per year for the
PhD stipends 2 (measured as an average over the scholarship period).

e The place of employment is expected to cover any additional expenses for sick-
ness and maternity/paternity leave according to current regulations (no additional
grant is given for this).

Education grants

Education grants are provided separately and cover expenses for e.g., payment for the en-
rolling university, courses, conferences, books, and other materials associated with the PhD
study. Table 3 shows the maximum education grant per academic year throughout the
scholarship period.

Table 3. Maximum annual education grant for PhD projects

Project area Grant
a Stipends within engineering, health sciences and natural sciences DKK 100,000
b Stipends within the humanities and social sciences DKK 65,000

2Incl. holiday pay



In addition, a separate travel grant of a maximum of DKK 50,000 per study year for docu-
mented needs to carry out field work etc. can be applied for. A specified budget for travel
expenses is not necessary.

Education grants and travel grants can be distributed between several institutions accord-
ing to their mutual agreement. Table 4 shows the total maximum framework grant for PhD
projects.

Table 4. Maximum annual grants (framework grant) for PhD projects of type a and b

Education grant + travel grant Per year Total three years
a 100,000 + 50,000 150,000 450,000
b 65,000 + 50,000 115,000 345,000

Appendix: Acceptance from the enrolling university

The applicant must be enrolled (employed) at a university which administers the stipend
grant and pays a salary to the PhD student. The applicant must attach a signed confirmation
that the enrolling university accepts the applicant as a PhD student, e.g. in the form of a let-
ter from the head of department where the project is to be carried out.

Prior approval for enrollment at a PhD school is not necessary.

If the applicant is enrolled at two universities, only one of them will be able to administer
the grant.

Special requirements for a postdoc application
A postdoctoral application must include at least the following appendices:

Project description (see page 4)
Assessment of the applicant’s PhD dissertation
Proof of acquired PhD degree
Title of the PhD dissertation and abstract
Applicant's CV and publication list (max 2 pages)
Detailed, clear budget (see page5)
a. Attested commitment to finance from any other sources. The total covered
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amount and/or services must be stated in a grant or commitment letter.
7. Acceptance from the expected workplace.

Appendix: Assessment of PhD dissertation
An application for a postdoctoral stipend must include:

e Proof of PhD degree (grade — or statement if no grade is given)
e Abstract of the PhD dissertation.

The PhD dissertation should not be submitted.



Attachment: Applicant's CV
The CV must include information on:

e Education

e Current and recent employment

e Any periods of leave (periods of leave, such as maternity/paternity leave, should
be stated without being specified further)

e Other scientific qualifications.

Appendix: Acceptance from the expected workplace
The applicant must submit a signed acceptance letter from the expected workplace that
will administer the stipend.

Budget
A postdoctoral application must contain a specified budget for salary and other direct costs.
Postdoctoral projects can have a maximum duration of 2 years.

Processing of the application

After the application deadline, the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources secretariat will
register and review the applications to ensure that formal requirements have been met.
The applications will then then sent for evaluation by the Greenland Research Council,
which makes the final prioritization of grants.

Statements regarding master’s or PhD degrees that have been completed before the appli-
cation deadline can be accepted for up to one week after the application deadline.

® An application will be rejected without consideration if it is submitted after the application
% deadline, if it does not comply with the requirements listed above, or if it is not submitted
on the correct application form. It is not sufficient to refer to previous applications.

The application will also be rejected if it concerns support for purposes other than a PhD or
postdoctoral stipend.

Assessment criteria
The Greenland Research Council evaluate an application based on an assessment of

1. The scientific quality of the PhD or postdoc project, including the description of its
purpose, methods incl. use of local and traditional knowledge, as well as the im-
portance of the project's contribution to science

2. the applicant's professional qualifications, including grade point average (for PhD
applications) and previous experience with Arctic research



3. the project owner's ability to complete the project, including a realistic budget, and
the overall organization and management of the project to ensure a high profes-
sional and international quality

4. expected result in the form of scientific capacity building in Greenland organisa-
tions

5. expected result in the form of solving current problems and creating value in society

6. the project owner's methods for communicating and engagement with the commu-
nity/Greenland society.

In the assessment, the Greenland Research Council emphasizes that individual criteria are
met to the greatest extent possible. However, it will always be an overall assessment,
where different criteria may be met to a greater or lesser extent. Due to the competition
between applications, it is not a given that meeting the criteria will lead to a grant.

Notification and public dissemination of grants
The applicant will receive a written notification from the Greenland Institute of Natural Re-
sources within approx. two months, either in the form of a grant or rejection letter.

If the application is accepted, information about the applicant's and any project partici-
pants' names, location of the project, the project's title and duration, any key figures for the
grant including the grant amount, will be published on the Greenland Institute of Natural
Resources (www.natur.gl) and Greenland Research Council (www.nis.gl) websites. Further-
more, the popular science description of the project may be published in the same place.

The names and project titles of applicants who have not received a grant will not be pub-
lished, but according to the Public Disclosures Act (Inatsiartutlov om offentlighed i forvalt-
ningen) access to documents can be requested e.g., lists of all applicants' names and pro-
ject titles. The applicant should therefore ensure that the project title does not contain in-
formation that is intended to be kept confidential.
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Appendix

Example of expenses for a 3-year PhD budget

All amounts shown in DKK.

Mail

Examples

Typically paid by

Books, IT licenses , IT equipment

Overhead

Salary

Will depend on the collective agreement, but
typically approx. DKK 30,000-34,000 per month —
i.e., approx. DKK 360,000-410,000 per year.

Salary expenses

Travel expences

Travel costs will of course depend on where,
when, and how often data is to be collected and
will typically include transportation, daily allow-
ance, and accommodation.

Travel grant/
education grant

Double enrollment

If double enrollment at another university is de-
sired, additional funds must be set aside for
travel and accommodation as well as any tuition
fees.

Education grant

Data collection and processing

Costs that may result from the collection and/or
processing of data, for example sending out a
questionnaire, or access to archives or data-
bases.

Education grant

Evaluation and defense

Some universities finance the evaluation and de-
fense from their overhead fee thus giving the sti-
pend grantee increased flexibility of the educa-
tion grant.

Education grant/
overhead
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